THE  LETTERS  OF   KING  HENRY  VIII

Ludovic, and for the great zeal we have to the common peace
of Christendom, and that we should be loath that the giving
of Milan should stir dissension or war, we intended no further
to instant or press him thereof, but evermore continuing our
good mind and affection to join with him, his said untoward-
ness and coldness notwithstanding,  we would  be contented,
upon honourable and reasonable conditions, to enter with him
in  alliance  for  the  marriage  of  our  own  person  with  the
Duchess of Milan, with the straighter amity between us to be
concluded, so that the said Emperor would be content, amongst
other things, to provide that the said Duchess may have her
dote paid, and her dowry well assigned upon some good place,
so that certain his towns of the Low Countries would be bound
for the payment thereof, or else that he should make with
sufficient surety of bankers for the true payment of the same,
with the considerations in our last letters declared unto you
amply.   And we would our said Ambassador to declare unto
the Emperor likewise the points of the straighter amity, which
we would be contented to enter with him; such as in our said
letters  to you be specially  declared.    Upon  the  declaration
whereof we look shortly to have advertisement and answer of
his resolute mind, and that also he shall send more particular
instructions to the Queen Regent,  both upon the straighter
amity, and the alliance of our marriage, and (as we think, and
reason would) a more ample and express commission of power.
Of which advertisement, and of our pleasure thereupon, we
shall give unto you diligent and speedy knowledge, incontinent
upon the receipt thereof, for your better instruction*    These
points to be kept secret unto you, and no further uttered there
than hereafter shall be touched.

In the mean time we will that at your next opportunity
after the receipt of these presents, ye shall obtain your access
unto the Queen Regent, and after our hearty commendations,
to declare unto her that, seeing the cold answer ye had received
at the beginning, both of the Deputies appointed to confer
with you and of her also upon your exposition of the three
points,, which we desire to be agreed for the marriage of our
daughter the Lady Mary with the Infant of Portugal, by the
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